
MINUTES OF THE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

UPPER DEERFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, HELD ON 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 

HIGHWAY 77, SEABROOK, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO NOTICE 

 

Present were Joseph Spoltore, Thomas Speranza, William Whelan, and Anthony Lamanteer all being 

members of the Township Committee. Also present were Todd Heck, Solicitor; Roy Spoltore, Township 

Administrator/Clerk; Janeen Rossi, Tax Collector/Deputy Clerk; Amy Colaneri, CFO; and Chad Ott, Public 

Works Superintendent. James Crilley was unable to attend.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Deputy Chairman Joseph Spoltore, and he read the following 

public meeting announcement. 
 

"In compliance with the "Open Public Meetings Act", written advance notice of the time, 

date and place of the meeting, has been given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting by 

mailing same to the Daily Journal and The Press, Cumberland County Edition, by posting the notice 

in the Municipal Building at Seabrook, New Jersey, posting same to the Upperdeerfield.com 

Website and by filing such notice with the Township Clerk, in compliance with said Act." In 

compliance with State Fire Safety Statutes, Mr. Spoltore instructed those present how to exit the 

room in an emergency. 

 

Invocation was given by William Whelan, and the flag salute was led by Thomas Speranza. 

 

At this time Joseph Spoltore, Deputy Chairman opened the meeting for public comment. Roberta 

Johnson, Township resident, expressed concerns regarding vehicles parking on the shoulder of McArthur 

Drive and requested installation of additional "No Parking" signs in the area. Public Works Superintendent 

Chad Ott confirmed that additional signs will be installed. With no further public comments, Joseph 

Spoltore, Deputy Chairman called for the approval of minutes for the Regular Meeting of August 20, 2026. 

Thomas Speranza made a motion, seconded by William Whelan, to dispense with the reading of the 

minutes and to accept the minutes as received, were unanimously approved by a voice vote. 

 

Joseph Spoltore, Deputy Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an ordinance entitled, 

An Ordinance Amending Article II Inspection and Registration of Property Section 303-9 Certificate of 

Occupancy Fee of the Code of the Township of Upper Deerfield. The Clerk read the proposed Ordinance 

by title. On motion of Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Thomas Speranza to approve and adopt proposed 

ordinance on the first reading and setting the date for public hearing on September 17, 2026, at 7:00 pm and 

was carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. The Chairman instructed the Clerk to advertise same on the Township 

Website as required by law and copies to be made available upon request.  

 

INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

Joseph Spoltore, Deputy Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an ordinance entitled, 

An Ordinance Adding Section 405-113.1 Extension Request Requirements to, and Amending Section 405-

100a Development and Application Fees, of the Code of the Township of Upper Deerfield. The Clerk read 

the proposed Ordinance by title. On motion of William Whelan, seconded by Thomas Speranza to approve 

and adopt proposed ordinance on the first reading and setting the date for public hearing on October 1, at 

7:00 pm and was carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. The Chairman instructed the Clerk to advertise same on the 

Township Website as required by law and copies to be made available upon request.  

 

INSERT ORDINANCE 

 



Joseph Spoltore, Deputy Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an ordinance entitled, 

An Ordinance Amending Section 234-2 Maintenance of Yard Areas Generally of the Code of the Township 

of Upper Deerfield. The Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title. On motion of Anthony Lamanteer, 

seconded by Thomas Speranza to approve and adopt proposed ordinance on the first reading and setting the 

date for public hearing on September 17, 2026, at 7:00 pm and was carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. The 

Chairman instructed the Clerk to advertise same on the Township Website as required by law and copies to 

be made available upon request.  

 

INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

Joseph Spoltore, Deputy Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an ordinance entitled, 

An Ordinance Authorizing the Expenditure of Utility Capital Improvement Funds for Love Lane Brine 

Tank Replacement.  The Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title. On motion of William Whelan, 

seconded by Thomas Speranza to approve and adopt proposed ordinance on the first reading and setting the 

date for public hearing on September 17, 2026, at 7:00 pm and was carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. The 

Chairman instructed the Clerk to advertise same on the Township Website as required by law and copies to 

be made available upon request.  

 

INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

           Joseph Spoltore, Deputy Chairman called for a resolution Providing Collision Repair and Vehicle 

Painting Services Through a Cooperative Price Contract with the County of Cumberland. On motion of 

Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously 

carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

         Joseph Spoltore, Deputy Chairman called for a resolution Authorizing Release of the Off-Site 

Performance Bond, Site Safety and Stabilization Bond and Landscaping Buffer Bond for Sika Corporation. 

On motion of William Whelan, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, 

unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

        

             Joseph Spoltore, Deputy Chairman called for a resolution Tax Payment to be Refunded. The Clerk 

read the resolution by title. On a motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by William Whelan, to approve 

and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

  

           Joseph Spoltore, Deputy Chairman called for a resolution Payment of Bills in the amount of             

$1,562,496.15. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On a motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by 

William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote with 

Joseph Spoltore abstaining from Cumberland Regional High School.  

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

  

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 

Anthony Lamanteer did not have a report this evening. 

 

William Whelan reported that the final report for the Pre-K construction project at Seabrook School 

has been completed, noting that all Certificates of Occupancy and inspections are now finished. 



Thomas Speranza reported that schools are back in session and officers are actively patrolling 

school zones to ensure public safety and traffic compliance. 

 

Joseph Spoltore reported a noticeable reduction in traffic at the convenience center. He attributed 

this improvement to the enforcement of the policy permitting only township residents to utilize the facility. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

 Roy Spoltore reported the 30 Mayors 30 Developers Networking Event will be held on September 

16, 2026, from 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM at the Rowan College of South Jersey (Gloucester Campus) in 

Sewell, NJ. The CCIA will have its annual Economic Roundtable on September 17th at the Vineland 

Convention Center from 8:00 to 10:30. Representatives from Lassonde Pappas and Sika are part of the 

panel. On Tuesday, Mayor Crilley, Mr. Spoltore, and Mr. Murphy met with state officials from the 

Department of Community Affairs (DCA) to review the Hildreth Tract project. The officials were 

extremely pleased with the results, and Phase 3 has now been officially approved. The Committee will 

meet with District 3 legislators at the new Pickle ball courts on September 18th at 5:30 pm.  The Committee 

reviewed a letter from NJ DEP pertaining to water allocation at Bostwick Lake for Coleman Farms. The 

JIF issued their report card for the Township.  The owners of the Highway 77 motel are preparing 

conceptual ideas for the property. 

  

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 

           Brian Murphy, Township Engineer, reported that the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 

expressed high satisfaction with our current progress following Tuesday's site visit. Mr. Murphy reported 

that the sewer mains have been completed and the water mains are approximately 75% complete for Phase 

1 and 2 at Hildreth.  The Brine tank for the nitrate system experienced a 5-foot crack in the tank.  The 

manufacturer will cover replacement of tank, but the Township will need to pay for the removal and 

installation of a new tank which is estimated to be $86,600.   Township is discussing use of Lassonde 

Pappas old well that they do not appear to be using when the operations switch to the new facility. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT.     

          Todd Heck, Solicitor did not have a report this evening. 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 

 Dean Hawk, Township resident addressed the Committee regarding the local property maintenance 

regulations. Mr. Hawk questioned the specific standard used for lawn maintenance complaints and sought 

clarification on the reasoning behind the township's 10-inch height restriction. Township Administrator 

Roy Spoltore responded that the current code had two different height limits and the proposed ordinance 

establishes 10 inches as the height. With no further public comments and no further business to come 

before the Committee, on a motion by Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Thomas Speranza to adjourn the 

meeting, and unanimously carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

______________________________                       ___________________________  

Janeen Rossi, Deputy Township Clerk  Roy J. Spoltore, Township Clerk 


