
MINUTES OF THE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

UPPER DEERFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, HELD ON 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 

HIGHWAY 77, SEABROOK, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO NOTICE 

 

Present were James Crilley, Joseph Spoltore, Thomas Speranza, William Whelan, and Anthony Lamanteer 

all being members of the Township Committee. Also present were Todd Heck, Solicitor; Janeen Rossi, Tax 

Collector/Deputy Clerk; and Amy Colaneri, CFO. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Crilley, and he read the following public meeting 

announcement. 
 

"In compliance with the "Open Public Meetings Act", written advance notice of the time, 

date and place of the meeting, has been given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting by 

mailing same to the Daily Journal and The Press, Cumberland County Edition, by posting the notice 

in the Municipal Building at Seabrook, New Jersey, posting same to the Upperdeerfield.com 

Website and by filing such notice with the Township Clerk, in compliance with said Act." In 

compliance with State Fire Safety Statutes, Mr. Crilley instructed those present how to exit the 

room in an emergency. 

 

Invocation was given by Mayor Crilley, and the flag salute was led by William Whelan. 

 

At this time James Crilley, Chairman opened the meeting for public comment. With no public 

comments, James Crilley, Chairman called for the approval of minutes for the Regular Meeting of August 

6, 2026 and the Special Meeting July 27, 2026. Anthony Lamanteer made a motion, seconded by Thomas 

Speranza, to dispense with the reading of the minutes and to accept the minutes as received, were 

unanimously approved by a voice vote. 

 

         James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Determining that the Properties Identified as Block 

1901, Lots 1,2,2.02,2.03,2.05,2.07,4,4.02,4.03,5,5.01,6,7,8,8.01 & 9, Shown on Upper Deerfield Tax Map 

be Designated as a Non-Condemnation Area in Need of Redevelopment in Accordance with the Local 

Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12a-1 Et. Seq. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On 

motion of Joseph Spoltore seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, 

unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote.  

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

        James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Providing for the Insertion of a Special Item of 

Revenue in the Budget Pursuant to NJSA 40A:4-87- Small Cities Facilities Grant. On motion of Thomas 

Speranza, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 

on a roll call vote. 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

    James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Providing for the Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue 

in the Budget Pursuant to NJSA 40A:4-87- Small Cities Home Rehab Grant. On motion of Thomas 

Speranza, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 

on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

 



           

          James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Imposing Lien on Block 1507 Lot 3- 65 Dawson 

Drive- 65 Dawson Drive LLC. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Anthony Lamanteer, 

seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call 

vote. 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

         James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Imposing Lien on Block 2401 Lot 40 – 208 Landis 

Avenue- Martinez.  The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by 

Thomas Speranza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

         James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Imposing Lien on Block 1102 Lot 8 – 365 Old 

Deerfield Pike- Shivshakti Inv Corp. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of William Whelan, 

seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll 

call vote. 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

         James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Imposing Lien on Block 702 Lot 8.01- 4 Olaf 

Avenue- Ruth Phillipps. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of William Whelan, seconded by 

Anthony Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

        

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Payment of Bills in the amount of $ 3,200,888.92              

. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On a motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by William Whelan, to 

approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

  

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 

Anthony Lamanteer stated that the Senior Center facility is scheduled to receive a fresh coat of paint 

in the coming weeks. Revisions to local ordinances continue to progress which will ensure township code 

compliance. 

 

William Whelan reported that at the CCUA meeting held earlier today, the Authority Engineer 

provided an operational update on the Phase 3 Treatment Plant Rehabilitation Project,  

 

Thomas Speranza reported that with the hiring of additional staff to manage facility access to the 

Convenience Center this helps ensure that only township residents can utilize the center and prevents non-

residents from using the municipal facility. 

 

Joseph Spoltore reported that school staff are actively preparing the new classrooms for the 

upcoming first day of school.  Public Works is currently responding to a large fallen tree blocking Granada 

Drive and crews are clearing stormwater drains throughout the township to ensure proper drainage and 

prevent local flooding. 

 



James Crilley reported that he attended a recent Cumberland Regional meeting regarding the 

ongoing district construction updates. The overall project remains under budget and is progressing on 

schedule. Demolition of the existing high school stadium is scheduled to begin on October 19, 2026, with 

construction of the new stadium facility projected for completion in time for the spring graduation 

ceremonies. 

DEPUTY CLERK’S REPORT 

 

 Janeen Rossi, Tax Collector/ Deputy Township Clerk reported that monthly Departmental Reports 

for July are in the Committees packet. 

 

DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

 Amy Colaneri, CFO/ Deputy Township Administrator reported that Upper Deerfield Township is 

hosting its first annual National Night Out on Friday, September 18, 2026, from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. The 

community event will be held at the Upper Deerfield Pavilion, located near the baseball fields at 26 Hoover 

Road in Seabrook. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT.     

          Todd Heck, Solicitor did not have a report this evening. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

  

 Nancy Ridgeway, Township resident raised concerns regarding grass clippings being blown into 

public streets, noting DEP regulations and the traffic hazards wet clippings pose to cyclists and motorists. 

With no further public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, Chairman James 

Crilley, called for a resolution Authorizing Closed Session to discuss the tax appeal procedure. Mayor 

Crilley stated no action will be taken. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, 

seconded by Thomas Speranza to approve and adopt resolution and unanimously carried. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

 The Committee reopened the public portion of the meeting on a motion by Joseph Spoltore, 

seconded by Thomas Speranza to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried.  

 

 With no public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, on a motion by 

Joseph Spoltore, seconded by Thomas Speranza to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________                         

Janeen Rossi, Deputy Township Clerk  

 

 

 

 


