
MINUTES OF THE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

UPPER DEERFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, HELD ON 

THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 

HIGHWAY 77, SEABROOK, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO NOTICE 

 

Present were James Crilley, Joseph Spoltore, Thomas Speranza, William Whelan, and Anthony Lamanteer 

all being members of the Township Committee. Also present were Michael Testa, Solicitor; Roy Spoltore, 

Township Administrator/Clerk; Janeen Rossi, Tax Collector/Deputy Clerk; Amy Colaneri, CFO; Brian 

Murphy, Township Engineer and Chad Ott, Public Works Supervisor. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Crilley, and he read the following public 

meeting announcement. 
 

"In compliance with the "Open Public Meetings Act", written advance notice of the time, 

date and place of the meeting, has been given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting by 

publishing notice in the Vineland Daily Journal and the Press Atlantic City and by posting the 

notice in the Municipal Building at Seabrook, New Jersey, and by filing such notice with the 

Township Clerk, in compliance with said Act." In compliance with State Fire Safety Statutes, Mr. 

Crilley instructed those present how to exit the room in an emergency. 
 

Invocation was given by Mayor Crilley and the flag salute was led by William Whelan. 

 

At this time James Crilley, Chairman opened the meeting for public comment. Jon Marino asked 

about the maintenance of properties on Highway 77 near Big Oak Road.  He was informed that the 

Zoning officer has issued notices for the owners to maintain their properties. Oreste Rieti stated that he has 

been having a problem with a neighbor’s child on his property and he has called the State Police.  With no 

other public comments, James Crilley, Chairman called for the approval of minutes for the meeting of 

May 21, 2026. Joseph Spoltore made a motion, seconded by William Whelan, to dispense with the 

reading of the minutes and to accept the minutes as received, were unanimously approved by a voice vote. 

 

James Crilley, Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an ordinance entitled, 

Ordinance Amending Section 405 Attachment 3, Township of Upper Deerfield Application Checklists, 

Schedule A, General Requirements. The Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title. motion of Joseph 

Spoltore, seconded by Thomas Speranza to approve and adopt proposed ordinance on the first reading and 

setting the date for public hearing on June 18, 2026, at 7:00 pm and was carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

The Chairman instructed the Clerk to advertise same in the Daily Journal as required by law and copies to 

be made available upon request.  

 

          INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

              James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Approval to Submit a Grant Application and 

Execute a Grant Agreement with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for N. Central Avenue, 

Bermuda Avenue, Valley Avenue, Hildreth Avenue and Carman Drive Project. The Clerk read the 

resolution by title. On motion of Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Thomas Speranza, to approve and 

adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote.  

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

       James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Awarding Bid for Home Rehabilitation Contract 

2025-4. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of William Whelan, seconded by Joseph 

Spoltore, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 



 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

         

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Payment of Bills in the amount of $276,905.23. 

The Clerk read the resolution by title. On a motion of William Whelan, seconded by Joseph Spoltore, to 

approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

  

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

Anthony Lamanteer did not have a report this evening. 

William Whelan did not have a report this evening. 

 

Thomas Speranza did not have a report this evening. 

 

Joseph Spoltore reported that the TextMyGov system was tested over the weekend. He noted that, 

in the absence of a local newspaper, the system provides an alternative method of communicating 

information and notifications directly to residents and the community. 

Mayor Crilley reported attending the ribbon-cutting ceremony for Lassonde Pappas' new 

warehouse. The event was attended by senior executives from both Canada and the United States, and a 

tour was provided of the new warehouse as well as the construction of the new manufacturing plant. The 

mayor announced that Environmental Commission member Jack Waselik submitted his resignation, 

creating a vacancy on the Environmental Commission and TJ Durham submitted a resignation from the 

Planning Board. Ken Lechner, former zoning board member, has agreed to serve in both positions. On a 

motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, and unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call 

vote, Ken Lechner was appointed as an Environmental Commission member and Alternate 4 to the 

Planning Board.  

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

          Roy Spoltore stated that the exterior wall, nets, and court coating for the pickleball courts are 

scheduled to be completed by June 22, 2026. Mr. Spoltore stated that the Township's assessment ratio is 

approaching the level at which a property revaluation may be warranted within the next few years. The 

Tax Collector will hold the annual tax sale on June 17, 2026. A resident contacted the Tax Collector 

regarding health concerns that had prevented him from making steady payments and requested a payment 

arrangement to have the 2025 taxes paid by the end of 2026. Thomas Speranza made a motion to remove 

the resident's property from the upcoming Tax Sale and accept the proposed payment plan, seconded by 

William Whelan and unanimously approved 5-0. Included in the committee packets are details on two 

pending Senate bills. The first bill permits the development of accessory dwelling units (ADUs) on 

property zoned for single- or two-family residential use. It requires municipalities to adopt one of two 

state model ordinances promulgated by the Commissioner of Community Affairs. The second bill 

authorizes the conversion of certain properties owned by religious and nonprofit organizations into 

inclusionary developments. It limits the criteria a municipality can use to reject such applications and 

specifies eligibility for tax exemptions.  The Committee was opposed to both Senate bills. 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 Brian Murphy reported that the replacement of the radionuclide media at the Seabrook facility has 

been completed. Mr. Murphy reported that he had a meeting with Duane Stephen, Engineer at Lassonde 



Pappas, Mr. Stephens, to discuss the curbing plan on Parsonage Road, increasing size of the sewer main 

on their property, and the future use of their existing well on the old property. Mr. Murphy added that he 

is working with the Utility Department and Public Works Department to provide the Township with an 

electronic map through a GIS system for water, sewer and storm water operations.  Property owners in the 

Hildreth Tract development that will be affected by the Phase 1 and Phase 2 installation of sewer and 

water construction lines were invited to attend a meeting to learn about the project. The meeting went well 

and the contractor is scheduled to start the project mid-June. A field survey was conducted for the Button 

Mill Estates development to install curbing along Love Lane in order to enforce that the development has 

only two access points for the development. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT.     

          Michael Testa, Esq. requested that his report be deferred to closed session. 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 Oreste Rieti, a township resident, stated he was concerned that some of the equipment at an old 

electric substation off Foster Road could potentially cause environment issues in the future. Mayor Crilley 

responded that the Township Engineer would investigate the matter and address the concerns raised.  

With no further public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, 

Chairman James Crilley, called for a resolution Authorizing Closed Session to discuss contract and 

potential litigation. Mayor Crilley stated no action will be taken. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On 

motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer to approve and adopt resolution and 

unanimously carried. 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

 The Committee reopened the public portion of the meeting on a motion by Thomas Speranza, 

seconded by Joseph Spoltore to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried.  

 

 With no public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, on a motion by 

Thomas Speranza, seconded by William Whelan to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________                       ___________________________  

Janeen Rossi, Deputy Township Clerk  Roy J. Spoltore, Township Clerk 

 


