
      MINUTES OF THE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

UPPER DEERFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, HELD ON 

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 

HIGHWAY 77, SEABROOK, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO NOTICE 

 

Present were James Crilley, Joseph Spoltore, Thomas Speranza, William Whelan, and Anthony Lamanteer 

all being members of the Township Committee. Also present were Michael Testa, Solicitor; Roy Spoltore, 

Township Administrator/Clerk; Janeen Rossi, Tax Collector/Deputy Clerk; and Amy Colaneri, CFO. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Crilley, and he read the following public 

meeting announcement. 
 

"In compliance with the "Open Public Meetings Act", written advance notice of the time, 

date and place of the meeting, has been given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting by 

publishing notice in the Vineland Daily Journal and the Press Atlantic City and by posting the 

notice in the Municipal Building at Seabrook, New Jersey, and by filing such notice with the 

Township Clerk, in compliance with said Act." In compliance with State Fire Safety Statutes, Mr. 

Crilley instructed those present how to exit the room in an emergency. 
 

Invocation was given by Mayor Crilley and the flag salute was led by Anthony Lamanteer. 

 

At this time James Crilley opened the meeting by welcoming 8th grade guests from Woodruff 

School. He stated that 8th grade ELA teacher Lesley Gianaris, along with several students, were present 

to share highlights from their project involving writing to government officials to voice their concerns on 

topics affecting the community. Ashleigh Mohr read her letter pertaining to the activities that were 

available for the public at Flying First Class Equestrian Center. Mayor Crilley praised the students for the 

insightful letters that were submitted.  Members of the Committee thanked the students for their 

submission of letters.  Jon Marino thanked the Committee for recognizing the children.  

 

At this time James Crilley, Chairman opened the meeting for public comment. With no public 

comments, James Crilley, Chairman called for the approval of minutes for the meeting of May 7, 2026. 

Joseph Spoltore made a motion, seconded by Thomas Speranza, to dispense with the reading of the 

minutes and to accept the minutes as received, were unanimously approved by a voice vote. 

 

           At this time James Crilley, Chairman called for a public hearing on an ordinance entitled 

Amending Chapter 396 of the Code of the Township of Upper Deerfield with Respect to Water Use and 

Fees. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by William Whelan to open the meeting for a public 

hearing on the proposed ordinance, and unanimously carried. The Chairman instructed the Clerk to 

distribute copies to those present. The water and sewer rates have not been adjusted since 2021. There 

being no public comments on the motion of Thomas Spreanza, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to close 

the public hearing and unanimously carried. On motion of Thomas Spreanza, seconded by William 

Whelan to approve and adopt proposed ordinance, with a recorded roll call vote of 5-0. 

 

 INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

          At this time James Crilley, Chairman called for a public hearing on an ordinance entitled Amending 

Chapter 328 of the Code of the Township of Upper Deerfield with Respect to Sewer Use and Fees. On 

motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer to open the meeting for a public hearing on 

the proposed ordinance, and unanimously carried. The Chairman instructed the Clerk to distribute copies 

to those present. Jon Marino asked how many utility customers there are in the Township.  He was 

informed there are around 800 to 900 users of the water and also of the sewer. There being no other public 



comments on the motion of Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Joseph Spoltore, to close the public hearing 

and unanimously carried. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by William Whelan to approve and 

adopt proposed ordinance, with a recorded roll call vote of 5-0. 

 

 INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

        At this time James Crilley, Chairman called for a public hearing on an ordinance entitled Amending 

Section 405-03 & 405-12 of the Code of Township of Upper Deerfield. On motion of Thomas Speranza, 

seconded by William Whelan to open the meeting for a public hearing on the proposed ordinance, and 

unanimously carried. The Chairman instructed the Clerk to distribute copies to those present. Roberta 

Johnson asked about a data center proposal in Township. She was told there had been talk about a concept 

for one in Deerfield Township by the landfill. Sandy Acevedo asked about the definition of an asphalt 

plant.  She was informed that the asphalt plant discussion in Deerfield Township appears to be based on 

Deerfield’s definition of what is permitted in an industrial park.  Thomas Speranza stated the Township 

wanted to get ahead of any potential discussions for data centers in the Township. There being no other 

public comments on the motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by William Whelan, to close the public 

hearing and unanimously carried. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by Thomas Speranza to 

approve and adopt proposed ordinance, with a recorded roll call vote of 5-0. 

 

 INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

         James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Providing for the Insertion of a Special Item of 

Revenue in the Budget Pursuant to NJSA 40A:4-87- Clean Communities. The Clerk read the resolution 

by title. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt said 

resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote.  

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

          James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Providing for the Cancelation of the Small Cities 

CDBG 2024 Lead Remediation Grant per the State of New Jersey Amendment #2024-02292-0554-01. 

The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, 

to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

          James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Renewal of Liquor License for the 2026-2027 Year. 

The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of William Whelan, seconded by Thomas Spreanza, to 

approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Directing the Upper Deerfield Township Planning 

Board to Conduct a Study to Determine Whether the Properties Known as Block 1901, Lots 1, 2, 2.02, 

2.03, 2.05, 2.07, 4, 4.02, 4.03, 5, 5.01, 6, 7, 8, 8.01, & 9 are Shown on the Upper Deerfield Tax Map 

Meets the Requirements for a Declaration as an Area in Need of Redevelopment. The Clerk read the 

resolution by title. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt 

said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote.        

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 



           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Clarification of Contract with South State, Inc. for 

the Parsonage Road Water Improvement Project. On motion of William Whelan, seconded by Anthony 

Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

            James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Tax Payments to be Refunded. On motion of 

Thomas Spreanza seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously 

carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

  

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Payment of Bills in the amount of $ 1,760,684.32. 

The Clerk read the resolution by title. On a motion of William Whelan, seconded by Thomas Spreanza, to 

approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

  

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Thomas Spreanza stated the Search and Rescue team at Company 33 has been active and 

continues to do an excellent job throughout South Jersey. 

Joseph Spoltore stated that Music in the Park had a great turnout, with beautiful weather and over 

100 people in attendance. The Planning Board also granted approval for K & E Holding. Mr. Spoltore is 

requesting that the engineer or conflict engineer do a site visit to K&E at least annually to review the 

buffers. 

William Whelan stated that construction at Seabrook School is expected to be completed by the 

end of June or beginning of July, with the new furniture being moved into the building prior to the 

September opening. He added that Phase 1 of improvements at the CCUA is nearly complete, Phase II is 

beginning and Phase III funding is being developed. The improvements are being completed in intervals 

in order to avoid interrupting the process. 

Anthony Lamanteer expressed the appreciation of the Senior Center participants for opening the 

Center an additional day, which allows the Center to operate three days per week.  Still working on 

amendments to some of the ordinances. 

James Crilley stated that he had provided most of his report about the students earlier.  

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

          Roy Spoltore stated that the asphalt for the pickleball court has been installed, the color coating and 

fences are scheduled to be completed around June 20th.  A meeting with the residents who will be affected 

by Phase I and II construction of water and sewer mains in the Hildreth Tract will be held next 

Wednesday. The awning at the rear door of the municipal building has been installed. The motel owners 

submitted a letter requesting a waiver to relieve their old utility bill, noting that the sewer has never been 

used since they purchased the property in February 2025.  They did pay the monthly bill of $644 through 

July 2025 but have stopped making payments.  They requested the sewer service be temporarily 

disconnected and asked the Committee for past relief.  The Committee discussed its options, and the 

consensus was to remove the property from tax sale pending a final decision on how the Committee wants 

to address this situation. Department reports for April are in the committee’s packet.  



SOLICITOR’S REPORT.     

          Michael Testa did not have a report this evening. 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 Sam Elwell, Township resident, stated that motel sewer fees should be paid regardless of whether 

services were used and question if a Capital Connection fee would be required. Dean Hawk, Township 

resident, also agreed. Helen Elwell, Township resident, questioned how many acres are involved in the 

resolution for rehabilitation. Mr. Spoltore stated that the new area to be reviewed consisted of about 50 

acres. Jon Marino was in favor of designating the area for rehabilitation as anything would be better than 

putting a fresh coat of paint on the motel. Sandy Acevedo, Township resident, expressed concern that the 

grass at Dollar General and Dr. Rasner should be cut. Roberta Johnson stated that the lights on Chiari 

Street are not working. She added that a landscaping company put chemicals on the lawns but only put 

small flags stating a chemical had been applied. 

With no further public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, 

Chairman James Crilley, called for a resolution Authorizing Closed Session to discuss litigation and 

contract matters. Mayor Crilley stated no action will be taken. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On 

motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer to approve and adopt resolution and 

unanimously carried. 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

 The Committee reopened the public portion of the meeting on a motion by Thomas Speranza, 

seconded by Joseph Spoltore to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried.  

 

 With no public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, on a motion by 

Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Thomas Spreanza to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________                       ___________________________  

Janeen Rossi, Deputy Township Clerk  Roy J. Spoltore, Township Clerk 

 


