
      MINUTES OF THE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

UPPER DEERFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, HELD ON 

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 

HIGHWAY 77, SEABROOK, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO NOTICE 

 

Present were James Crilley, Joseph Spoltore, Thomas Speranza, and Anthony Lamanteer all being 

members of the Township Committee. Also present were Todd Heck, Solicitor; Roy Spoltore, Township 

Administrator/Clerk; Janeen Rossi, Tax Collector/Deputy Clerk; Amy Colaneri, CFO; Brian Murphy, 

Township Engineer and Chad Ott, Public Works Supervisor. William Whelan was unable to attend.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Crilley, and he read the following public 

meeting announcement. 
 

"In compliance with the "Open Public Meetings Act", written advance notice of the 

time, date and place of the meeting, has been given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the 

meeting by posting same to the UpperDeerfield.com Web Site by posting the notice in the 

Municipal Building at Seabrook, New Jersey, and by filing such notice with the Township 

Clerk, in compliance with said Act." In compliance with State Fire Safety Statutes, Mr. Crilley 

instructed those present how to exit the room in an emergency. 
 

Invocation was given by Mayor Crilley and the flag salute was led by Thomas Spreanza. 

 

At this time James Crilley, Chairman opened the meeting for public comment. Nancy 

Ridgeway, Township resident, stated that she was pleased to see two resolutions on the agenda: a 

resolution calling for the Restoration of Energy Tax Receipts and a resolution Urging State Leaders to 

Implement Fair and Equitable Reforms to mitigate the unsustainable increase in Healthcare Benefit 

Premiums for Public Sector Employee. With no further public comments, James Crilley, Chairman 

called for the approval of minutes for the meeting of April 16, 2026. Joseph Spoltore made a motion, 

seconded by Thomas Spreanza, to dispense with the reading of the minutes and to accept the minutes 

as received, were unanimously approved by a voice vote. 

 

James Crilley, Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an ordinance entitled, 

Amending  Chapter 396 of the Code of the Township of Upper Deerfield with Respect to Water Use 

and Fees. The Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by 

Thomas Spreanza to approve and adopt proposed ordinance on the first reading and setting the date for 

public hearing on May 21, 2026, at 7:00 pm and was carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. The Chairman 

instructed the Clerk to advertise same in the Daily Journal as required by law and copies to be made 

available upon request.  

                           

                          INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

James Crilley, Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an ordinance entitled, 

Amending  Chapter 328 of the Code of the Township of Upper Deerfield with Respect to Sewer Use 

and Fees. The Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title. On motion of Anthony Lamanteer, seconded 

by Joseph Spoltore to approve and adopt proposed ordinance on the first reading and setting the date 

for public hearing on May 21, 2026, at 7:00 pm and was carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. The Chairman 

instructed the Clerk to advertise same in the Daily Journal as required by law and copies to be made 

available upon request. 

                                                  INSERT ORDINANCE 

 



James Crilley, Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an ordinance entitled, 

Amending  Section 405-12 of the Code of the Township of Upper Deerfield. The Clerk read the 

proposed Ordinance by title. On motion of Thomas Spreanza, seconded by Joseph Spoltore to approve 

and adopt proposed ordinance on the first reading and setting the date for public hearing on May 21, 

2026, at 7:00 pm and was carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. The Chairman instructed the Clerk to 

advertise same in the Daily Journal as required by law and copies to be made available upon request. 

 

INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution entitled Providing for the Insertion of a Special 

Item of Revenue in the Budget Pursuant to NJSA 40A:4-87- Small Cities Facilities Grant. The Clerk 

read the by title. On motion of Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Thomas Spreanza, to approve and 

adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

        James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Approving the Annual Report of Audit for the 

Year 2025. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by Thomas 

Spreanza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Awarding Bid to South State Inc. for Resurfacing 

of Quail Ridge Drive, Patridge Court and Covey Court. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion 

of Thomas Spreanza, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, 

unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote.   

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Supplying and Delivering #2 Fuel Oil Through a 

Cooperative Price Contract with the County of Cumberland. On motion of Anthony Lamanteer, 

seconded by Thomas Spreanza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll 

call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

            James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Supplying and Delivering Office Supplies 

Through a Cooperative Price Contract with the County of Cumberland. On motion of Joseph Spoltore 

seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a 

roll call vote. 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

            James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Calling for the Restoration of Energy Tax 

Receipts and Increased Municipal Aid to Provide Real Property Tax Relief. On motion of Thomas 

Spreanza, seconded by Joseph Spoltore, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 

on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 



            James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Urging State Leaders  to Implement Fair and 

Equitable Reforms to Mitigate the Unsustainable Increases in Health Benefit Premiums for Public 

Sector Employees. On motion of Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Thomas Spreanza, to approve and 

adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Payment of Bills in the amount of           

 $2,701,945.03. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Thomas Spreanza, seconded by 

Joseph Spoltore, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

  

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 

 Anthony Lamanteer stated that he is still reviewing the ordinances that require revisions related 

to zoning. He noted that zoning records reflect repeat offenders and the fines may need to be addressed 

accordingly. 

 Thomas Spreanza stated that the Sheriff’s Department has been proactive in utilizing drones in 

connection with ATV enforcement. He also reported that the State Police noted that everything has 

been quiet in the Township. 

Joseph Spoltore thanked everyone involved in another successful Community Day. He noted 

that Music in the Park will begin on May 16, 2026, with the Jack Neff Band, at the Recreation 

Pavilions, from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm. He also reported that he has received many compliments 

regarding how informative the Township newsletter is for township residents. 

Mayor Crilley also received compliments on the township newsletter. At the last meeting Keith 

Hulbert, Chief Executive Officer of EnviroPower Renewable, provided a presentation on their 

company’s proposed alternative energy solution utilizing advanced technologies, primarily its 

proprietary gasification system using municipal solid waste. Mayor Crilley stated that the proposal did 

not seem like a good fit for the Township and he did not see a benefit to township residents and 

therefore would not support the proposal. Mr. Lamanteer concurred with the mayor’s position. Mr. 

Spoltore and Mr. Spreanza also concurred. The consensus of the governing body is that the Township 

is not interested in pursuing the proposal. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

          Roy Spoltore reported that the Township’s Community Day came in under budget despite the 

weather conditions. The canopy at the back door is scheduled to be installed on Monday. Construction 

of the pickleball courts is expected to begin May 20th. The Tax Sale will be held on June 17, 2026, at 

10:00 a.m. There are currently 98 properties listed for delinquent taxes and/or utilities. There are two 

commercial tax appeals and no residential tax appeals. Financing continues to be a primary concern for 

residents seeking to connect to the township’s water and sewer line at Hildreth Tract and the contractor 

is expected to begin work on the Hildreth Tract in June.  The Committee discussed allowing residents 

in the Hildreth Tract to have installment payments for ten years to pay the cost of the capital 

connection fees, similar to what was provided for the residents in the Sunset Lake area when water and 

sewer were provided.  The Committee also discussed ways the Township could assist in the payment 

for the sewer capital connection fee for the Cumberland County Utilities Authority.  

 



 ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 Brian Murphy reported that the township operated on one well for approximately one week 

while the Seabrook Radionuclide treatment system media was being replaced and one of the wells at 

Love Lane had a pump that needed to be replaced by AC Schultes. He noted that various options were 

being discussed in the event that the one working well developed an issue.  Construction on installing 

water and sewer lines in the Hildreth track is scheduled to begin the first or second week of June. Mr. 

Murphy added that the increases in the water and sewer rates are justified since they have not been 

modified since 2021. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT   

          Todd Heck, Solicitor reported that the Mount Laurel judge has not signed off on the Township’s 

affordable housing settlement but should be doing so soon.  Holly View appealed the Township’s 

settlement, but Fair Share Housing has filed a complaint with the judiciary that Holly View filed the 

appeal prematurely and cannot appeal the settlement until the Mount Laurel Judge approves it. 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 

 With no public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, on a motion 

by Joseph Spoltore, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________                       ___________________________  

Janeen Rossi, Deputy Township Clerk  Roy J. Spoltore, Township Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


