
      MINUTES OF THE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

UPPER DEERFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, HELD ON 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 

HIGHWAY 77, SEABROOK, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO NOTICE 

 

Present were James Crilley, Joseph Spoltore, Thomas Speranza, William Whelan, and Anthony 

Lamanteer all being members of the Township Committee. Also present were Robert Cassella, Solicitor; 

Roy Spoltore, Township Administrator/Clerk; Janeen Rossi, Tax Collector/Deputy Clerk; and Amy 

Colaneri, CFO. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Crilley, and he read the following public 

meeting announcement. 
 

"In compliance with the "Open Public Meetings Act", written advance notice of the 

time, date and place of the meeting, has been given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the 

meeting by posting same to the UpperDeerfield.com Web Site by posting the notice in the 

Municipal Building at Seabrook, New Jersey, and by filing such notice with the Township 

Clerk, in compliance with said Act." In compliance with State Fire Safety Statutes, Mr. Crilley 

instructed those present how to exit the room in an emergency. 
 

Invocation was given by Mayor Crilley and the flag salute was led by William Whelan. 

 

At this time James Crilley, Chairman opened the meeting for public comment. Ken and Lisa 

Kincaid, Township residents, stated that they are experiencing issues with a neighboring property, 

specifically regarding odors emanating from dogs and a chicken coop, which they described as 

unpleasant and the neighbors encroaching on their property. They reported to Code Enforcement and 

the State Police, who dispatched a H.E.L.O. officer to investigate the complaint. Mayor Crilley advised 

the township will do what they can to address these issues. The Kincaid’s were informed they should 

file a complaint for the neighbor’s encroachment on their property. With no further public comments, 

James Crilley, Chairman called for the approval of minutes for the meeting of April 2, 2026. Joseph 

Spoltore made a motion, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to dispense with the reading of the minutes 

and to accept the minutes as received, were unanimously approved by a voice vote. 

 

              James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Authorizing the Reading of the 2026 

Municipal Budget and 2026 Utility Budget by Title. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion 

of William Whelan, seconded by Thomas Spreanza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously 

carried 5-0 on a roll call vote.  

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

         James Crilley, Chairman called for a public hearing on the 2026 Municipal Budget and 2026 

Utility Budget. On motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to open the public 

hearing and unanimously carried. Auditor Mike Garcia from the firm Ford Scott Associates presented 

an overview of the proposed 2026 budget. Mr. Garcia stated the budget is in compliance with state 

regulations. There is no increase in the local tax rate, there is a $43,000 cap bank amount for 2027, and 

the budget is $831,000 below the tax levy amount. There being no public comments on the motion of 

William Whelan, seconded by Thomas Speranza, to close the public hearing and unanimously carried.  

 



James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution entitled Adoption of the 2026 Municipal and 

Utility Budget. The Clerk read the by title. On motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by Anthony 

Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

        James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Approving a Temporary Additional Two Month 

Extension of K & E Holding I Limited Liability Company/ Diamond Materials Current Resource 

Extraction Permit. The Clerk read the resolution by title. It was explained that K& E received a four- 

month extension on their permit request in January and the Township appointed a new conflict 

engineer to do the three-year review of the site plan and the operations.  The Planning Board 

recommended that the review before the Board receive a two-month extension so the conflict engineer 

could go on site to do a review of the operations. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by William 

Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

PRESENTATION: ENVIROPOWER- Waste to Energy & Liquid Fuel Technology Deployment.  

 

The CEO of EnviroPower Renewable, Keith Hulbert, delivered a presentation outlining how 

EnviroPower provides customers with superior alternative energy solutions based on the most 

advanced available technologies, primarily its proprietary EnviroPower gasification system for 

municipal waste. Mr. Hulbert explained the company could gasify the plastic bags of waste on the site 

of Deerfield Organics in order to remediate the site.  Site would produce 90MW of energy by gasifying 

Trash that would be brought onto the site.  Committee members asked various questions pertaining to 

the proposed operations: Were there any existing gasification sites in the US, amount of water needed 

daily, where was the trash coming from, how much trash was needed daily, benefits to the township, 

benefits to the residents, can you use soils in the process, transmission line locations, and life of the 

project to name a few.  Mr. Hulbert stated he would address comments from the committee and the 

committee stated they would review the proposed project. 

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Tax Payments to be Refunded. The Clerk read 

the resolution by title. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by William Whelan, to approve and 

adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote.   

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Authorizing Tonnage Grant Application to the NJ 

Department of Environmental Protection. On motion of William Whelan, seconded by Thomas 

Spreanza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

            James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Awarding Bids for Home Rehabilitation Contract 

2024-9. On motion of Anthony Lamanteer seconded by Thomas Spreanza, to approve and adopt said 

resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 



            James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Appointing Utility Technician- Sloboda. On 

motion of Thomas Spreanza, seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, 

unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

            James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Awarding Bid to Perna Finnigan, Inc. for the 

Installation of Municipal Water and Sanitary Sewer in the Hildreth Tract – Phase 1 And 2. The Clerk 

read the resolution by title. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to approve 

and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote.   

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Payment of Bills in the amount of           

 $1,397,776.91 The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of William Whelan, seconded by 

Anthony Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Thomas Spreanza stated Company 3’s Search and Rescue continue to be actively engaged in 

operations assisting other communities search operations. Bridgeton is hosting an ATV and dirt bike 

event at the park. The State Police will have additional officers on duty to provide support and ensure 

public safety.  Mr. Speranza suggested the Township adopt an ordinance that does not permit data 

centers in the Township. 

Joseph Spoltore expressed his appreciation for the Township’s newsletter that is being mailed. 

 

William Whelan stated that sign-ups for soccer and Little League have had a tremendous turnout. 

He also reported that the Music in the Park schedule has been finalized, and a variety of concessions will 

be available. The concert series takes place on the third Saturday and will begin on May 16, 2026, at the 

Pavilion located on Hoover Road, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. He added that on Friday September 18, 

2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., the Township will be participating in National Night Out, 

Additionally, he reported that roofing work at Seabrook School is being completed. The CCUA has three 

different projects funded by the IBank at a cost of $14 million with $8 million being funded by grants. 

Another $8-$9 million dollar project is being funded by their surplus. 

 

Anthony Lamanteer stated he is in the final stages of recommending various amendments to the 

Township ordinances pertaining to fees and penalties. 

James Crilley reported that Opening Day for Little League included a dedication of the major 

boys field to former Mayor John Daddario. He stated it was a great day, and the turnout was excellent. 

Mayor Crilley, along with Joseph Spoltore, Roy Spoltore, and Anthony Stanzione, made visits to 

several local businesses in town, including Lassonde Pappas, Americold, Cumberland Dairy, Farm 

Credit East, Lairson and Max Fit. He noted that these visits are always a valuable opportunity to hear 

about the challenges local businesses are facing. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 



          Roy Spoltore reported that the Township newsletter has been received and is scheduled to be 

mailed on Monday. Public Works will be clearing a path on the old Conrail easement for the Hildreth 

Tract sewer line installation. The contractor is expected to begin work on the Hildreth Tract in June. 

The project will include installation of water and sewer lines, upgrades to the stormwater system, and 

paving of streets within the Hildreth Tract Development. Upper Deerfield Township will be 

celebrating its nineteenth annual Community Day on Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 10-4 pm. Bid 

opening for Quail Ridge Drive is scheduled for April 28th.  The township did not receive a recreation 

improvement grant from DCA. Received email that Hollyview is challenging the Township’s Round 

four approval from Courts.  Departmental Reports and Treasurers report are contained in evening’s 

packet. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT   

          Robert Cassella, Solicitor did not have a report this evening. 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 

 Sandy Acevedo, Township resident, requested a copy of the EnviroPower report. Lisa Kinkade, 

Township resident, stated that she was not impressed with the EnviroPower presentation and expressed 

that she does not want trash being hauled into the Township. Sam Elwell, Township resident, stated that 

it is imperative that the Township explore all options. With no other public comments and no further 

business to come before the Committee, on a motion by Thomas Spreanza, seconded by Joseph Spoltore 

to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________                       ___________________________  

Janeen Rossi, Deputy Township Clerk  Roy J. Spoltore, Township Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


