
      MINUTES OF THE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

UPPER DEERFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, HELD ON 

THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 

HIGHWAY 77, SEABROOK, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO NOTICE 

 

Present were James Crilley, Joseph Spoltore, Thomas Speranza, William Whelan, and Anthony Lamanteer 

all being members of the Township Committee. Also present were Todd Heck, Solicitor; Roy Spoltore, 

Township Administrator/Clerk; Janeen Rossi, Tax Collector/Deputy Clerk; Amy Colaneri, CFO; Brian 

Murphy, Township Engineer and Chad Ott, Public Works Supervisor. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Crilley, and he read the following public 

meeting announcement. 
 

"In compliance with the "Open Public Meetings Act", written advance notice of the time, 

date and place of the meeting, has been given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting by 

publishing notice in the Vineland Daily Journal and the Press Atlantic City and by posting the 

notice in the Municipal Building at Seabrook, New Jersey, and by filing such notice with the 

Township Clerk, in compliance with said Act." In compliance with State Fire Safety Statutes, Mr. 

Crilley instructed those present how to exit the room in an emergency. 
 

Invocation was given by Mayor Crilley and the flag salute was led by Anthony Lamanteer. 

 

At this time James Crilley, Chairman opened the meeting for public comment. With no public 

comments, James Crilley, Chairman called for the approval of minutes for the meeting of March 19, 2026. 

Joseph Spoltore made a motion, seconded by William Whelan, to dispense with the reading of the 

minutes and to accept the minutes as received, were unanimously approved by a voice vote. 

 

           At this time James Crilley, Chairman called for a public hearing on an ordinance entitled 

Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 

40a: 4-45.14). On motion of Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Thomas Speranza to open the meeting for 

a public hearing on the proposed ordinance, and unanimously carried. The Chairman instructed the Clerk 

to distribute copies to those present. There being no public comments on the motion of Thomas Spreanza, 

seconded by William Whelan, to close the public hearing and unanimously carried. On motion of Joseph 

Spoltore, seconded by William Whelan to approve and adopt proposed ordinance, with a recorded roll call 

vote of 5-0. 

 

 INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

              James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Awarding Construction of Pickleball Courts, 

Fencing and Asphalt. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by 

William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote.  

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

      James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Appointing Part Time Construction Office Inspector - 

Gaffney. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by Anthony 

Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

        James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Appointing Cumberland Salem Regional Municipal 

Deputy Court Administrator - Shelton. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of William 



Whelan, seconded by Thomas Spreanza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on 

a roll call vote. 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

     James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Appointing Part Time Emergency Medical Technician 

- Smith. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by Anthony 

Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote.   

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

      James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Amending Certification of EMS Salaries. On motion 

of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously 

carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

            James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Awarding Bids for Home Rehabilitation Contract 

2024-9. On motion of William Whelan seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said 

resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

            James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Supplying and Delivering Toner Cartridges O.E.M 

Only Through a Cooperative Purchasing Contract with the County of Cumberland.  On motion of Thomas 

Spreanza, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-

0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Payment of Bills in the amount of $370,064.19. 

The Clerk read the resolution by title. On a motion of Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Thomas 

Spreanza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

  

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Thomas Spreanza stated the Search and Rescue team has been active assisting in the rescuing of 

an autistic child in Bridgeton and responding to an incident in Bass River searching for an individual. 

Joseph Spoltore stated sewer and water rates have not been adjusted since 2021.  The water rates 

need to be increased $4 a month, and the excess water usage charge needs to increase to $3.80. The sewer 

rates are proposed to increase by $2.00.  William Whelan added that the CCUA raises its rates 2% 

annually. 

   

Anthony Lamanteer did not have a report this evening. 

 

William Whelan stated that construction at Seabrook School is making up ground due to the winter 

weather-related delays. He noted that the building is expected to be outfitted during the summer and 

completed for the start of the new school year. 

James Crilley stated the Governors’ representative for South Jersey met with the county officials. 

Attendees from the Township included Joseph Spoltore, Roy Spoltore, and Mayor Crilley. Each 



participant provided input on the issues currently being addressed at the municipal level. Discussions 

included the pros and cons of data centers, affordable housing issues, public transportation, health care 

costs and the related burdens on township budgets, and stormwater regulations. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

          Roy Spoltore stated that the 2% appropriation cap is placing the township in a position where a cap 

waiver from the state may be needed next year. The township newsletter will be sent to the graphic 

designer this weekend. Sika will hold its grand opening on Friday, April 10th. State financial disclosures 

are now available online and must be completed by April 30th. The Township Community Day is 

scheduled for April 25th. CRHS tax will increase 1.3 cents this year. DCA has awarded the Township an 

additional $125,000 for the Hildreth Tract Phase 1 and 2 project. The JIF elected officials training is 

available on the MEL website. The Township has signed a contract with TextMyGov to provide a way to 

communicate through texts with the residents. 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 Brian Murphy stated the replacement of the radionuclide media at the Seabrook facility beginning 

April 20th will require that system to be offline for approximately two weeks. Public Works will complete 

a portion of the work required for the Hildreth Track, which will help alleviate some of the additional 

costs associated with completing the project. A checklist for the Parsonage Road water main project is 

being prepared to close out the project.  

SOLICITOR’S REPORT.     

          Todd Heck, Solicitor did not have a report this evening. 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 

 With no further public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, Chairman 

James Crilley, called for a resolution Authorizing Closed Session to discuss personnel and matters requiring 

attorney client privilege. Mayor Crilley stated no action will be taken. The Clerk read the resolution by title. 

On motion of Joseph Spoltore, seconded by Thomas Spreanza to approve and adopt resolution and 

unanimously carried. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

 The Committee reopened the public portion of the meeting on a motion by Thomas Speranza, 

seconded by Joseph Spoltore to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried.  

 

 With no public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, on a motion by 

Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Joseph Spoltore to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________                       ___________________________  

Janeen Rossi, Deputy Township Clerk  Roy J. Spoltore, Township Clerk 


