
MINUTES OF THE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

UPPER DEERFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, HELD ON 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 

HIGHWAY 77, SEABROOK, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO NOTICE 

 

Present were James Crilley, Joseph Spoltore, Thomas Speranza, William Whelan, and Tony Lamanteer 

all being members of the Township Committee. Also present were Todd Heck, Solicitor; Roy Spoltore, 

Township Administrator/Clerk; Janeen Rossi, Tax Collector/Deputy Clerk; Amy Colaneri, CFO; and 

Chad Ott, Public Works Supervisor. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Crilley, and he read the following public 

meeting announcement. 
 

"In compliance with the "Open Public Meetings Act", written advance notice of the 

time, date and place of the meeting, has been given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the 

meeting by mailing same to the Daily Journal and The Press, Cumberland County Edition, by 

posting the notice in the Municipal Building at Seabrook, New Jersey, and by filing such notice 

with the Township Clerk, in compliance with said Act." In compliance with State Fire Safety 

Statutes, Mr. Crilley instructed those present how to exit the room in an emergency. 
 

Invocation was given by Mayor Crilley and the flag salute was led by Joseph Spoltore. 

 

           At this time James Crilley, Chairman opened the meeting for public comment. With no public 

comments, James Crilley, Chairman called for the approval of minutes for the meeting of March 5, 

2026. Joseph Spoltore made a motion, seconded by Thomas Speranza, to dispense with the reading of 

the minutes and to accept the minutes as received, were unanimously approved by a voice vote.   

 

James Crilley, Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an ordinance entitled, 

Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank               

( N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14). The Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title. On motion of William 

Whelan, seconded by Tony Lamanteer to approve and adopt proposed ordinance on the first reading 

and setting the date for public hearing on April 2, 2026, at 7:00 pm and was carried 5-0 on a roll call 

vote. The Chairman instructed the Clerk to advertise on the Township website under legal notices as 

required by law and copies to be made available upon request. 

 

 INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

            James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Introduction of 2026 Municipal Budget and 

2026 Utility Budget. The Clerk read the resolution by title. Roy spoltore reported that there is no 

increase in the local tax. There will be a cap bank of $54,623 for 2027 due to moving snow emergency 

costs outside the cap.  On motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by William Whelan, to approve and 

adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0.  

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

          James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Adjust Taxes 

for a Wartime Service-Connected 100% Disability-Boothe. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On 

motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, 

unanimously carried 5-0.  

 



INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

        James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution entitled Tax Payments to be Refunded. The Clerk 

read the resolution by title. On motion of Anthony Lamanteer, seconded by Joseph Spoltore, to 

approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0.  

 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

   James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Authorizing the Township of Upper Deerfield to 

Enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of 

Joseph Spoltore, seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously 

carried 5-0.  

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

      James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Shared Services 

Agreement Between the Township of Upper Deerfield, Township of Hopewell, and the County of 

Cumberland Regarding Bostwick Lake. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Anthony 

Lamanteer, seconded by Thomas Speranza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 

5-0  

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

    James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Authorizing Coin Drop for Upper Deerfield 

Township Fire Company #3. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Thomas Speranza, 

seconded by William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0  

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

   James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Appointing Part Time Emergency Medical 

Technician-Hernandez. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Thomas Speranza, 

seconded by Joseph Spoltore, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0  

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Payment of Bills in the amount of           

 $1,683,377.11. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of William Whelan, seconded by 

Thomas Speranza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 with Joseph Spoltore 

abstaining from Cumberland Regional payment.  

 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 

 Anthony Lamanteer stated that Manuel Aguilar is doing good job as Deputy Fire Safety Official. 

Mr. Lamanteer has been actively reviewing the zoning ordinances to enhance both clarity and 

understanding for the residents. 

 

William Whelan reported that the Upper Deerfield School construction project remains on 

schedule despite weather challenges. Current indications suggest that the project will be completed in 

time for the start of the school year. Mr. Whelan discussed the 'Live Where You Love' initiative and 

recommended that the Township consider installing a community digital sign at Carlls Corner. The costs 

and alternative options are currently under review. Mr. Whelan reported Dominic Buirch was appointed 

as the new Executive Director Cumberland County Utility Authority. 



Joseph Spoltore stated that at the Planning Board meeting, the motel site plan application was 

not deemed complete due to issues with checklist item 37.  'Music in the Park' is scheduled for the 

third Saturday from 5-8, beginning in May and ending in August. Mr. Spoltore previously 

recommended updating the Township’s communication process with residents and continues to 

explore options to enhance this service. 

 

Thomas Spreanza reported that the Search and Rescue team will be conducting drills on April 

11th. These training exercises provide valuable opportunities and further enhance the effectiveness of 

this service. Additionally, the State Police will be focusing on addressing aggressive drivers within the 

service area. 

James Crilley announced that Stephanie Shelton has been selected as the Deputy Court 

Administrator for the CS Regional Municipal Court following the process established by Vicinage 15. 

Amy Colaneri has done a tremendous job planning National Night Out. A concern has been raised 

regarding feral cats, as there are colonies in the Township that need to be addressed. The Township 

will reach out to some of the local volunteer groups for their input. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

          Roy Spoltore reported that he and Chad Ott, Public Works Supervisor, met with Dr. Koza, 

Superintendent of Upper Deerfield Schools, Frank Badessa, BA to discuss potential shared service for 

snow removal and road patching. Representatives will be at the April 16th meeting to present and 

review a proposed gasification waste-to-energy project. The Committee agreed that mailboxes 

damaged by snow plowing on a Township Road, the Township will provide the homeowner with a 

post and a standard mailbox. Financial Disclosure can be completed beginning March 27th.  The 

ACMJIF has the Elected Official Training open on the MEL’s website.  It appears the local school tax 

increase 4.6 cents. Departmental reports for February are included in the committee packets for review. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT.     

          Todd Heck, Solicitor reported Judge Menendez forwarded his opinion on the Affordable 

Housing Plan settlement agreement the Township has with Fair Share Housing to the Mount Laurel 

judge.  The Mount Laurel Judge issued his opinion and the Township followed all required protocols, 

and the filings are in full compliance with state regulations and Affordable Housing requirements. 

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 

With no public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, Joseph Spoltore 

made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Thomas Sprenaza, and unanimously carried.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________                       ___________________________  

Janeen Rossi, Deputy Township Clerk  Roy J. Spoltore, Township Clerk 


