
MINUTES OF THE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

UPPER DEERFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, HELD ON 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 

HIGHWAY 77, SEABROOK, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO NOTICE 

 

Present were James Crilley, Thomas Speranza, William Whelan, and Tony Lamanteer, all being 

members of the Township Committee. Also present were Michael Testa, Solicitor; Roy Spoltore, 

Township Administrator/Clerk; Janeen Rossi, Tax Collector/ Deputy Clerk; Amy Colaneri, CFO; Brian 

Murphy, Township Engineer and Chad Ott, Public Works Supervisor. Joseph Spoltore was unable to 

attend. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Committeeman James Crilley, and he read the following 

public meeting announcement. 
 

"In compliance with the "Open Public Meetings Act", written advance notice of the 

time, date and place of the meeting, has been given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the 

meeting by mailing same to the Daily Journal and The Press, Cumberland County Edition, by 

posting the notice in the Municipal Building at Seabrook, New Jersey, and by filing such notice 

with the Township Clerk, in compliance with said Act." In compliance with State Fire Safety 

Statutes, Mr. Crilley instructed those present how to exit the room in an emergency. 
 

Invocation was given by Mayor Crilley and the flag salute was led by William Whelan. 

 

           At this time James Crilley, Chairman opened the meeting for public comment. With no public 

comments, James Crilley, Chairman called for the approval of minutes for the meeting of February 19, 

2026. Thomas Spreanza made a motion, seconded by William Whelan, to dispense with the reading of 

the minutes and to accept the minutes as received, were unanimously approved by a voice vote.   

 

          James Crilley, Chairman called for a public hearing on an Ordinance Modifying Chapter 405, 

Entitled, “Zoning and Development,” to Revise the R-3A, Residential Inclusionary Zoning District, 

and Add the SIH, Senior Inclusionary Housing in Furtherance of the Fair Housing Act of 1985. The 

Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title. On the motion of William Whelan, seconded by Thomas 

Speranza to open the meeting for a public hearing on the proposed ordinance, and unanimously 

carried. The Chairman instructed the Clerk to distribute copies to those present. There being no public 

comments on the motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by Anthony Lamanteer, to close the public 

hearing and unanimously carried. On the motion of William Whelan, seconded by Thomas Speranza, 

to approve and adopt proposed ordinance, with a recorded roll call vote of 4-0. 

 

INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

James Crilley, Chairman called for a public hearing on an Ordinance Amending Chapter 108, 

Entitled, “Affordable Housing Procedural and Eligibility Requirements,” to Implement the Fourth 

Round of Affordable Housing in Accordance with the Fair Housing Act of 1985, as Amended by P.L. 

2024, C.2. The Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title. On the motion of Anthony Lamanteer, 

seconded by William Whelan to open the meeting for a public hearing on the proposed ordinance, and 

unanimously carried. The Chairman instructed the Clerk to distribute copies to those present. There 

being no public comments on the motion of Thomas Spreanza, seconded by William Whelan, to close 

the public hearing and unanimously carried. On the motion of Thomas Spreanza, seconded by Anthony 

Lamanteer, to approve and adopt proposed ordinance, with a recorded roll call vote of 4-0. 

 



INSERT ORDINANCE 

 

James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Approving the Adoption of the Fourth Round 

Amended Spending Plan Anthony Lamanteer made a motion, second by William Whelan, to approve 

and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Adopting an Affordable Housing Affirmative 

Marketing Plan for the Township of Upper Deerfield. William Whelan made a motion, second by 

Thomas Speranza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Appointing Cumberland Salem Regional 

Municipal Court Administrator- Higbee. Anthony Lamanteer made a motion, second by William 

Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Appointing Part Time Emergency Medical 

Technician- Shane. Thomas Speranza made a motion, second by William Whelan, to approve and 

adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

           James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Payment of Bills in the amount of           

 $358,967.52. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of Thomas Spreanza, seconded by 

William Whelan, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

 

INSERT RESOLUTION 

 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

Thomas Spreanza reported a “No Kings” protest is scheduled for March 28 from 11:00 AM to 

1:00 PM at Carlls Corner. The State Police and the Sheriff’s Department have been notified and are 

aware of the protest. There is a gang presence locally, residents need to be careful. 

William Whelan stated that the Cumberland Regional School construction has experienced a 

weather-related delay; however, he noted that the setback will not impact the planned completion date 

for students in September. Soccer continued through the winter with 35 participants. For the spring 

season, 100 children are registered for recreation soccer and 100 for travel soccer. Little League has 175 

sign-ups. Support is needed for volunteers and coaching for both programs. Parent involvement is 

encouraged and necessary to help support these activities. Music in the Park was highly successful last 

year, and the township will add additional dates in May, June, July and August on the third Saturday. 

September will have a national night out event. The finance committee met to review the 2026 budget, 

there will not be an increase in the local tax, but one may be needed in the future. 

 

 Anthony Lamanteer reported that the Environmental Committee held its recent meeting. Mr. 

Lamanteer made a motion to nominate Zoey Taylor as alternate II on the Commission. The motion was 



seconded by Mr. Speranza and unanimously approved by a voice vote.   Additionally, the Cumberland 

County Improvement Authority is sponsoring their annual trash hunt, a county wide cleanup on March 

21st. 

James Crilley reported that Scouting is still going strong for local youth. Scouts continue to 

demonstrate these values through community service, volunteerism, and personal achievement and two 

local youths will be receiving the Eagle Scout Award. Proclamations for this achievement are being 

presented to Chase Sheldon and Bryce Jordan Difilippantonio. Patty Turkali, Court Administrator for 

the Township of Upper Deerfield and the Cumberland Salem Regional Municipal Court since 2009, 

retired at the end of February. Patty has worked diligently with judges, staff, law enforcement, and the 

public to ensure the smooth operation of the Municipal Court while maintaining the highest standards 

of public service. A proclamation from the Township Committee was presented to Patty for her 

dedicated service and best wishes for a long, healthy, and happy retirement. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

          Roy Spoltore reported that Matthew Ritter, Esq sent a letter to the State DEP informing them 

that the municipalities of Hopewell and Upper Deerfield and the Bostwick Lake Commission have not 

permitted any individual or business to pump water from the lake.  The purpose of the letter was to 

notify the State of the Township’s position.  The JIF’s elected official training is available online till 

April 30th. The deadline for submitting articles for the newsletter is March 20th. During the recent 

snowstorm, Public Works damaged a few mailboxes due to weight of the snow as it is being plowed. 

Mr. Spoltore asked the Committee what the Township’s position is regarding repair of the mailboxes. 

Thomas Speranza stated that Public Works does an effective job clearing the roads and recommended 

that the Township establish a set dollar amount for mailbox replacement. Mr. Spreanza recommended 

that the matter be discussed further and that the amount be revisited after seeing how this is handled in 

other municipalities.  Sika will be holding their grand opening on Aprile 10th.  The Committee 

reviewed the locations of the polling places and unanimously agreed to continue to have District 1 at 

Fire Company 1, District 2 at the Senior Center and District 3 and 4 at Fire Company 3.  There will be 

open enrollment for health benefits during the month of April with the effective date being July 1st for 

anyone changing their plans.  The tax appeal for Purdue has been settled.  Three years of appeals were 

cancelled, and the last two years had a step-down assessment leaving a credit owed to Purdue of 

around $21,000.  The Committee briefly discussed a gasification project using bulky waste and they 

requested additional information.  

The 2026 County Equalization table was received, and it shows the Township’s tax assessment 

ratio decreasing causing the Township to pay a higher portion of the County taxes.  If the County 

maintains the same amount to be raised by taxation as 2025 the Township tax rate will increase by 

around 3 cents and if the County increases the amount to be raised by 2% the Township rate will 

increase by around 5 cents The 2026 Township budget does not include a local tax increase.  The 

budget shows an increase in the out of cap expenses for construction and moving some of the public 

works expenditures outside of the cap due to the two State of emergencies for the snow storms in 

January and February.  The budget will be paying off deferred payments for the acquisition of land and 

a front-end loader.  Capital expenditure did increase due to the recent purchase of public safety 

vehicles. The cap bank will also increase for 2027.  The water and sewer rents have not been altered 

since 2021, but will need to be increased in 2026, due to the increases in providing the utility services. 

ENGINEERS REPORT 

 



           Brian Murphy, Township Engineer, reported that the bids for the Municipal Water and Sanitary 

Sewer Service Improvements for Hildreth Track Phase 1 and Phase 2 were received on March 3, 2026. 

The bids came in higher than the grant amounts awarded for the 2 phases.  Mr. Murphy is having 

discussions with the low bidder and Mark Blauer is having discussions with DCA about the possibility 

of additional funding.  The Phase III grant for the Hildreth Tract has been submitted to DCA.  The 

Parsonage Road water main extension is complete and was tested before putting it in service. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT.     

          Michael Testa, Solicitor reported that with the adoption of the resolutions and ordinances the 

Township is able to comply with the fourth round of affordable housing requirements in accordance 

with the Fair Housing Act of 1985. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

           Dean Hawk, Upper Deerfield resident, asked who regulates the placement of mailboxes. Roy 

Spoltore, Township Administrator, responded that mailbox placement and compliance are regulated by 

the Postal Service. Nancy Ridgeway, Upper Deerfield resident, stated that if a mailbox is destroyed by 

a snowplow, it should be replaced with a basic mailbox. Helen Elwell, Upper Deerfield resident asked 

why Planet Fitness was closed. Roy Spoltore, Township Administrator, explained that a potential issue 

with the gas lines occurred during the snowstorm. With no further public comments and no further 

business to come before the Committee, on the motion of Thomas Speranza, seconded by Anthony 

Lamanteer to adjourn the meeting, and unanimously carried.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________________                       ___________________________  

Janeen Rossi, Deputy Township Clerk  Roy J. Spoltore, Township Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


