MINUTES OF THE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
UPPER DEERFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, HELD ON
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2026, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING,
HIGHWAY 77, SEABROOK, NEW JERSEY, PURSUANT TO NOTICE

Present were James Crilley, Joseph Spoltore, Thomas Speranza, William Whelan, and Tony Lamanteer
all being members of the Township Committee. Also present were Todd Heck, Solicitor; Roy Spoltore,
Township Administrator/Clerk; Janeen Rossi, Tax Collector/Deputy Clerk; Amy Colaneri, CFO; and
Chad Ott, Public Works Supervisor.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman James Crilley, and he read the following public
meeting announcement.

"In compliance with the "Open Public Meetings Act", written advance notice of the
time, date and place of the meeting, has been given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the
meeting by mailing same to the Daily Journal and The Press, Cumberland County Edition, by
posting the notice in the Municipal Building at Seabrook, New Jersey, and by filing such notice
with the Township Clerk, in compliance with said Act." In compliance with State Fire Safety
Statutes, Mr. Crilley instructed those present how to exit the room in an emergency.

Invocation was given by Mayor Crilley and the flag salute was led by Joseph Spoltore.

At this time James Crilley, Chairman opened the meeting for public comment. Dean Hawk,
township resident, inquired about the location of the proposed senior inclusionary housing
development. Roy Spoltore, Township Administrator, responded that the proposed site is located
behind Walmart and clarified that the project is intended to provide affordable senior housing. With no
other public comments, James Crilley, Chairman called for the approval of minutes for the meeting of
February 5, 2026. Joseph Spoltore made a motion, seconded by William Whelan, to dispense with the
reading of the minutes and to accept the minutes as received, were unanimously approved by a voice
vote.

James Crilley, Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an Ordinance Modifying
Chapter405, Entitled, “Zoning and Development,” to revise the R-3A, Residential Inclusionary Zoning
District, and Add the SIH, Senior Inclusionary Housing Zone District, in Furtherance of the Fair
Housing Act of 1985. The Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title. On motion of William Whelan,
seconded by Thomas Speranza to approve and adopt proposed ordinance on first reading and setting
the date for public hearing on March 5, 2026, at 7:00 pm and was carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. The
Chairman instructed the Clerk to advertise same in the Daily Journal as required by law and copies to
be made available upon request.

INSERT ORDINANCE

James Crilley, Chairman called for a discussion and introduction of an Ordinance Amending
Chapter 108, Entitled, “Affordable Housing Procedural and Eligibility Requirements,” to Implement
the Fourth Round of Affordable Housing in Accordance with the Fair Housing Act of 1985, as
Amended by P.L. 2024, C.2. The Clerk read the proposed Ordinance by title. On motion of Joseph
Spoltore, seconded by Tony Lamanteer to approve and adopt proposed ordinance on first reading and
setting the date for public hearing on March 5, 2026, at 7:00 pm and was carried 5-0 on a roll call vote.
The Chairman instructed the Clerk to advertise same in the Daily Journal as required by law and copies
to be made available upon request.



INSERT ORDINANCE

James Crilley, Chairman called for a resolution Payment of Bills in the amount of
$1,700,750.91. The Clerk read the resolution by title. On motion of William Whelan, seconded by
Thomas Speranza, to approve and adopt said resolution, unanimously carried 5-0 on a roll call vote
with Joseph Spoltore abstaining from payment for Cumberland Regional High School.

INSERT RESOLUTION
COMMITTEE COMMENTS

Thomas Spreanza reported that the new roll-off truck has been delivered. The vehicle will be
used for hauling trash from the Convenience Center.

Joseph Spoltore stated that the proposed use of the $250,000 recreation improvement grant
funds would have been used to begin replacement of the existing halogen lighting with LED lighting at
the Little League fields. The lowest estimated cost is approximately $250,000 for the Senior Boys
Field, with each of the remaining three lighted fields estimated at approximately $150,000. The Little
League electric bills for the past two years were $7,400 and $5,400. Mr. Spoltore felt the cost to
replace with LED lighting would not constitute the most effective use of the funds. He recommended
that the committee consider allocating the grant funds toward a broader scope of improvements,
including constructing pickle ball courts, bulb replacement, installation of new fencing, and the
purchase of portable lighting towers. William Whelan suggested that a portion of the funds also be
allocated to address the needs of the Environmental Commission. The Committee unanimously
supported Mr. Spoltore’s recommendation.

William Whelan attended the Cumberland County Utility Authority reorganization meeting,
where John Daddario was re-elected as Chairman. Many of the projects at the treatment plant are being
funded through the I-Bank. One of the upcoming projects includes installing a pipe beneath the Cohansey
River. Cumberland Regional received favorable rates for their bond issuance, with bond closing
scheduled for March 4, 2026. Upper Deerfield School construction project is still on schedule despite
the unfavorable weather. Mr. Whelan discussed the “Live Where You Love” initiative and
recommended that the Township consider the construction of a community digital sign at Carlls Corner.
The program will fund 50 % of the cost up to $20,000.

Tony Lamanteer did not have a report this evening.

James Crilley announced that Patty Turkali, Court Administrator, is retiring at the end of the
month. Interviews for the Administrator position were conducted last Friday. The Township received
numerous applications and narrowed the field to the top six candidates. The interviews were conducted
in accordance with vicinage protocol, and it was determined that Marian Higbee would be promoted
from Deputy Court Administrator to Court Administrator. The Township will advertise for the position
of Deputy Court Administrator.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Roy Spoltore reported The Township audit has been completed, and the report is expected to be
available in June. The awning for the Construction Department’s outside door has been installed. The
Township newsletter will have deadline to submit articles by March 20th. Committee members and
staff are asked to forward any information they would like included in the newsletter. The Township



received correspondence from the State regarding water allocation for a farmer to divert water. This
matter appears to affect Bostwick Lake, and as a result, Matthew Ritter, Esq will be submitting a
written correspondence to the state objecting to the applicant removing water from lake without having
permission to do so. In connection with the Township’s affordable housing requirements, two
proposed ordinances were introduced. The ordinances are scheduled for review by the Planning Board
on February 23, 2026. Adoption by the governing body is required on March 5, 2026, in order to
achieve Round 4 compliance and satisfy the March 15, 2026, filing deadline. Certificate of Occupancy
fees were discussed and due to the state requiring two certifications from housing and the Fire
Marshall the Committee agreed to introduce an ordinance that will increase the CO fees to $100 if
given 5 days or more notice to conduct the inspection or $150 if given 5 days or less. Departmental
reports for January are in this evening’s packet.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT.

Todd Heck, Solicitor reported that the proposed affordable housing requirements were presented
to Judge Menendez. Fair Share Housing and Holly View, a private developer, challenged the
Township’s Round 4 Affordable Housing Plan. The Township and Fair Share Housing reached a
mediated settlement on the Round 4 plan. Judge Menendez issued a written opinion accepting the
mediated settlement with Fair Share Housing for the Township’s Round 4 Affordable Housing Plan
and rejected Holly View’s challenge. Judge Menendez has forwarded his opinion to the Mt. Laurel
judge for his final decision.

PUBLIC COMMENT

With no public comments and no further business to come before the Committee, Joseph Spoltore
made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Tony Lamanteer, and unanimously carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Janeen Rossi, Deputy Township Clerk Roy J. Spoltore, Township Clerk



