
TOWNSHIP OF UPPER DEERFIELD 

 

RESOLUTION 11-227 

 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING S-2950 AND A-4128, 

WHICH WOULD ALLOW FOR MODIFICATION TO LAND USE 

APPROVALS BECAUSE OF CHANGED ECONOMICS 

 

WHEREAS, S-2950 and A-4128 provide a two-year window in which any development 

approval granted before 2006 or now in foreclosure or subject to a deed in lieu can apply for, and 

receive approval for, a use which is not permitted by ordinance, without the need for a use variance or 

otherwise complying with the zoning ordinance of the municipality; and 

  

WHEREAS, a fundamental premise of land use law and sound planning is that land use 

decisions, including approvals of development applications and zoning, are made on the basis of the 

characteristics of the land, its environment, any unique characteristics, and what is in the best interest of 

the public, and not based on who happens to own the land; and  

 

WHEREAS, S-2950 and A-4128 also establishes an expedited approval process, requiring the 

land use board to determine completeness of the application within 30 days, and then 60 days from the 

determination of completeness to rule on the application; and  

 

WHEREAS, this time frame is insufficient considering what may be proposed, and it is 

inequitable to require an expedited process for a proposed “adaptive application” while other pending 

applications are accorded lower priority; and  

 

WHEREAS, S-2950 and A-4128 put no standards in place for the local land use board to apply, 

other than proof that the approval is no longer economically viable, which is inadequately defined; and  

 

WHEREAS, the lack of standards would expose any approval or denial by the municipality to 

possible legal challenge;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of Upper Deerfield that 

enactment of S-2950 and A-4128 would usurp, undermine, and overturn local zoning by effectively 

rescinding all applicable zoning of the property, and provide no adequate public safeguards; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Governing Body of the Township of Upper Deerfield 

strongly opposes S-2950 and A-4128; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Governor 

of the State of New Jersey, Assemblyman Daniel R. Benson, Assemblyman Michael Patrick Carroll, 

Assemblywoman Celeste M. Riley, members of the Senate Community and Urban Affairs Committee, 

the members of the Assembly Housing and Local Government Committee, Senator Steven Oroho, 

Assemblyman Albert Coutinho and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities. 

 

 



Moved By:  John T. O’Neill, Sr.  
 

 

    

Seconded By:  John Daddario  
 

 

 
VOTING  In Favor Against Abstain Absent 
Bruce T. Peterson.  X    
James P. Crilley  X    
John L. Daddario  X    
John T. O’Neill, Sr.  X    
Scott Smith  X    

 
 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of Resolution adopted by the 

Township Committee of the Township of Upper Deerfield, in the County of Cumberland, 

at a meeting thereof held September 15, 2011. 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION LIST  

 

Members of the Assembly Housing and Local Government Committee  

 

The Hon. Jerry Green  

Assemblyman, District 22  

Chair, Housing and Local Government Committee  

17 Watchung Avenue  

Plainfield, New Jersey 07060  

Phone (908) 561-5757  

Fax (908) 561-5547  

AsmGreen@njleg.org  

 

The Hon. Mila Jasey  

Assemblywoman, District 27  

Vice Chair, Housing and Local Government Committee  

15 Village Plaza, Suite 1B  

South Orange, New Jersey 07079  

Phone (973) 762-1886  

Fax (973) 762-6118  

AswJasey@njleg.org  

 

The Hon. Daniel R. Benson  

Assemblyman, District 14  

3961A Nottingham Way  

Hamilton Square, New Jersey 08690  

AsmBenson@njleg.org  

 

The Hon. Michael Patrick Carroll  

Assemblyman, District 25 20 South Street, Suite 2B  

Morristown, NJ 07960  

Phone (973) 539-8113  

Fax (973) 539-8752  

AsmCarroll@njleg.org  

 

The Hon. Kevin Ryan  

Assemblyman, District 36  

800 Bloomfield Avenue, Lower Level  

Nutley, New Jersey 07110  

Phone (973) 667-4431  

Fax (973) 667-478  

AsmRyan@njleg.org  
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The Hon. Celeste M. Riley  

Assemblywoman, District 3  

14 East Commerce Street, 3rd Floor  

Bridgeton, New Jersey 08302  

Phone (856) 455-1011  

Fax (856) 455-2853  

AswRiley@njleg.org  

 

The Hon. Charlotte Vandervalk  

Assemblywoman District 39 

287 Kinderkamack Road, Suite E  

Westwood, New Jersey 07675  

Phone (201) 666-0881  

Fax (201) 666-5255  

AswVandervalk@njleg.org  

 

 

Members of the Senate Community and Urban Affairs Committee  

 

The Hon. Jeff Van Drew  

Senator, District 1  

Chair, Community and Urban Affairs Committee  

21 North Main Street  

Cape May Court House, New Jersey 08210  

Phone (609) 465-0700  

Fax (609) 465-4578  

SenVanDrew@njleg.org  

 

The Hon. Ronald L. Rice  

Senator, District 28  

Vice Chair, Community and Urban Affairs Committee  

1044 South Orange Avenue  

Newark, New Jersey 07106  

Phone (973) 371-5665  

Fax (973) 371-6738  

SenRice@njleg.org  

 

The Hon. M. Teresa Ruiz  

Senator, District 29  

166 Bloomfield Avenue  

Newark, New Jersey 07104  

Phone (973) 484-1000  

Fax (973) 484-1008  

SenRuiz@njleg.org  
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The Hon. Dawn Marie Addiego  

Senator, District 8  

32A North Main Street  

Medford, New Jersey 08055  

Phone (609) 654-1498  

Fax (609) 654-4518  

SenAddiego@njleg.org  

 

The Hon. Christopher J. Connors  

Senator, District 9  

620 West Lacey Road  

Forked River, New Jersey 08731  

Phone (609) 693-6700  

Fax (609) 693-2469  

SenConnors@njleg.org 

mailto:SenAddiego@njleg.org


Your State Representatives  
 

The Hon. Steven Oroho  

Senator, District 24  

115 Demarest Road  

Suite B  

Sparta, New Jersey 07871  

Phone (973) 300-0200  

Fax (973) 300-1744  

SenOroho@njleg.org  

 

The Hon. Albert Coutinho  

Assemblyman, District 29  

73-75 Ferry Street  

Newark, New Jersey 07105  

Phone (973) 589-0713  

Fax (973) 589-0716  

AsmCoutinho@njleg.org  

 

NJ League of Municipalities  

222 West State Street  

Trenton, NJ 08608  

Phone (609) 695-3481  

Fax (609) 695-0151  

NJLeague@njslom.com  

 

The Hon. Chris Christie,  

Governor, State of New Jersey  

PO Box 001  

Trenton, New Jersey 08625  

Phone (609) 292-6000  

Fax (609) 292-3454 
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